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LETT 1 


ProTESTANT DissENTERS, Sc. 


GENTLEMEN, - 


HE Time approaches when by the 
Laus now in force you will be cal- 

led to a Work of the greateſt Im- 

portance both to your ſelves and * 

others, the chooſing Repreſentatives 

in Parliament. 


What relates to your Duty in general, as Subjects 
to our Gracious Sovereign, as Members of a Com- 
munity, bleſt with the moſt excellent Conſtitution 
in the World; the N to be ug'd in * 
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thoſe who will faithfully diſcharge their Truſt in the 
many great and difficult Affairs which muſt neceſſarily 
come before the enſuing Parliament, will, in all like- 
lihood, be plentifully ſuggeſted -to you by others. 


What I have to offer to your Conſideration ſhall 


wholly confin'd to-you as a Body of Men who-have a 


- peculiar Call to be watchfull in ſecaring that Liberty 


in religious Matters, which is ſo neceſſary to the 
flouriſhing State of Chriſtianity, and to the Repoſe 
and Quiet of your Selves and your Brethren. 


I do not pretend to any right to dictate to you, the- 
Liberty you have always claim'd to judge for your 
Sel ves, being, in my Opinion, inconſiſtent with any 


ſuch pretence to Superiority; but as I with your 


Proſperity, being myſelf a Proteſtant Diſſenter, and 
think maintaining your Liberty is the beſt Support to 
true and unfeigned Religion, and the Liberties of 
your Country, I promiſe myſelf you will with 


Candor weigh what Þ have to offer tò you. 


Your ſteady Affection to His Majeſty's Perſon, 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, has been owned even by 
your Enemies ; to theſe you inviolably adher'd .yhen” 
much the greater part of this Nation were run into 
oppolite Schemes. You withſtood the Threats and 


- Promiſes of.thoſe who.endeavour'd to draw you into 


the Service of another Maſter. You were given up, 


even by your Friends, to make a precarious Alliance, 


with a ſingle Man, and you. ſubmitted with Patience 


and without Murmuring to the paſſing of the Occaſi- 


onal Bill, being inform'd by thoſe, whoſe Opini- 


ons were of weight at that Time, that it was for the 
Iatereſt of the Proteftaut Succeſſion, you ſhou'd then 


— 


Capacity for Civil Employment, and robb'd ſever 


| e ohſtruction to the paſſing that ſevere Law. 


his you did, tho, it depriv'd your whole Body of fa 
nt, al 


of 


k 4% 
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| of you of Offices of Profit and Truſt, ſome of which 
were Frecholds. Such an inſtante of Fidelity,-Self-deni- 
al, and hazarding every Thing to promote at (that 
Time) an improbable proſpect of our preſent Happinels, 
can hardly be parellePd !- A Whig Majority in the 
Court of A dermen was preſery'd by two of your Brethren,. 
who contentedly worſhipped God in their private Houſes 
till greater Liberty cou'd-be obtain'd ;; which was like- 
wiſe the Caſe of ſeveral other Corporations. Lou had 
then aſſurances given you that your Burdens- ſhould be 
taken off, and your Fidelity rewarded as ſoon as ever it 
ſhould be in their Power. to effect it. The good Provi- 
dence of God ſo oder'd . it, that your Wiſhes were 
crown'd with ſucceſs, at a Time, when you had (hu- 
manly ſpeaking) nothing to expect but Oppreſſion, and 
the utter extinction of your Liberty, the Laws which 
were made againſt you being founded on ſuch Princi- 
poles as muſt have ended in your Deſtruction. The 
Courage with which you ſtood in ſuch evil Days, did 
entitle you not only to Juſtice, but to Grace and Fa- 
vour. His Majeſty, who never lets faithful Services go 
unrewarded, was long before his Acceſſion to the 
Throne, highly ſatisfy'd with your Fidelity, and re- 
ſolv'd to ſhew you he remember'd it. A Prince of Vir- 
tue and Honour, will ſooner or later recompence faith- 
ful Subjects to the full of their Merits. Some falſe Po- 
lititians indeed, may act on the deceitful Principle, that 
Enemies are to be courted ; ; and that thoſe that are 
Friends from Principle will be ſo,itill, and that ſhewing 
a regard to them, is an incumbrance on the. Admini- 
ſtration. But a Prince of invioſable F aith and Honour, 
will liſten to no ſuch Counſellors, he will break thro? 
all Oppoſition rather than; give the leaſt Foundation to 
Cs} him with having forgotten, or neglected thoſe 
wes merited ay Favour, 


a 


ce. 


The two unreaſonable Laws againſt you (as T think 
the Couduct of the Legiſlature in Repealing them, as 
well as the Contents of the Laws themſelves, will entitle 
me to call them) were not Repeal'd till ſome Years 
after His Majeſty's Acceſſion, This was much won- 
der'd at by all who knew theſe Burdens were laid on 
you as a Puniſhment for your Fidelity to, and; Zeal for 
his Succeſſion. They are now indeed repeal'd but the 
Way in which it was done in the Lower- Houſe, ſhew- 
ed, that thoſe who were engag'd in it were ſick of 
the Work, and thought it a troubleſome Taſk, You 
had indeed their Votes, but what was never ſeen before 
in an Affair of that Conſequence ; It was carry'd as if 
nothing was to be offered in Defence of it. You were 
treated by ſome flaming Speakers with the utmoſt Re- 
proach and Contempt, as a Pack of notorious Hy- 
pocrites, Republicans, Friends to the late King James, 
Subverters of all Order and Government, and dange- 
rous Enemies of Church and State. Not one of the 
Courtiers had any thing to offer in your behalf to con- 
fute ſuch vile and groundleſs Aſperſions: One of your 
own Brethren was forced (no Body elſe appearing an 
Advocate for you) to wipe off the Reproach. He had 
indeed on all Occaſions ſhewn the greateſt Concern for 

our Intereſts, and this was the only Inſtance One 
could have wiſh*d you another Advocate; ſince your 
own, tho' never ſo juſt Praiſes, ſhould not come out of 
your own Mouths ; but this was your hard Fate at that 
Time, tho? it would have been no difficult Matter to 
many of the Eftabliſh'd Church who voted for you, 
and were fully acquainted with your Character and Be- 
haviour (and who knew the Charges againſt you were 
falſe and unjuſt) to vindicate you. 


With this coldneſs was your Cauſe, and that of 
Common Senſe and Liberty treated; I muſt Os 
5 


do Juſtice to the Memory of a Noble Patriot in the 
other Houſe, who bravely and boldly eſpouſed it, who 
own'd you were entitled in Juſtice, - Gratitude, and 

good Policy, to the removal of thoſe heavy Burdens. 
This Great Man could not appear in a Cauſe when his 


Heart was not in it. To the Honour of that Great Zar/ Star 
Miniſter, I ſhall add, that he died laſt - Year univer- hope. 


fally lamented and belov'd, untainted with the leaſt ſpot 
of that fatal Iniquity in which too many were deeply 
concern'd. I dare ſay all of you are thankful for the 
Repeal of thoſe Laws, and have the deepeſt ſenſe of His 
Majeſty's Goodneſs to you, and will never make any 
unſuitable returns, but, on the contrary, will (if that 
be poſſible) exert yourſelves more than ever in His 
Service. I know nothing that can be a greater pleaſure 
to an excellent Prince, than to ſee the Freedom and 
Happineſs of his People fully eſtabliſh'd; and nothing 
can be more becoming good Subjects than to promote, 
to the utmoſt of their Power, every thing that tends to. 
make a free Nation yet freer, and to remove every thing 
that is inconſiſtent with that juſt Liberty which faithful 


Subjects to the Civil Power ought to enjoy. 


I dare ſay, none of you repine at the Dignities, 
Honours, and Revenues annexed to the Clergy of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church; while they are aSupport to thePro- 
teſtant Religion, and act on Proteftant Principles, every 
good Proteſtant muſt rejoyce in their Proſperity. You 
can have no other View than ſupporting the Principles 
of Liberty, on which the Proteſtant Religion is found- 
ed, and that muſt always be the beſt and trueſt Support 
of every Proteſtant Church. If the Principles of a 
compleat Toleration to all Faithful and Peaceable Sub- 
zects, were but once fully aſſerted, and our Laws agree- 
able to ſuch generous Principles, it's all that any good 
Man could either deſire or wiſh for; and it would be 
ridiculous for any who enjoy that Liberty, to . | 

| after 


"after any greater Privileges or Eſtabliſhments. But: it 
cannot fit eaſy on the Mind of any well Wiſher to a free 
Country, to ſee any Remainders of thoſe Principles in 
our Laws, which, i purſued, - muſt Countenance, if 
not juſtify uſing the greateſt Severities, on a religious 
Account, towards thoſe againſt - whom there is no 
Objection, as to their being good Members of Civil 
Society. I need not la bour this Point with thoſe who, 
I ſuppoſe, are convinced that no Civil Reſtraints ought 
to be laid on one good Subject more than another; but 
that every one, according to his Merit and Uſefulneſs, 
ſhould he capable of ſerving his Prince and Country. 


Your. Brethren in Ireland, where the Proteſtant 
Cauſe wants the moſt Support, are by Law incapacitated. ' 
from ſerving their King and Country in an Office, Civil 
or Military. Frequent Hopes have been given, that 
this ſhould be redreſſed; and one would imagine, the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Thing was ſufficient, without 
urging any Engagement to ſee them eaſed, | 


The Arminians in Holland, tho no PR RL 
Houſe of Orange, have ever enjoyed all State Prefer- 
ments, without Diſtinction, „ 3 


The Huguenot: in France, tho* but few in Number, 
and warm Oppoſers of the Eſtabliſhed Church, did en- 
joy the higheſt Offices in the State. But tho? the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are here put on the ſame Foot as in 
the Beginning of the Reign of the late Queen Anne, yet 
the Repeal of the Occaſional Bill remains as adead Letter, 
for no apparent Benefit has accrued to your Brethren 
thereby and you have Reaſon to believe, the Neglect 
and Coolneſs which has been ſhewn you, will not be al- 
tered but by your Conduct. Tho? you are the princi- 
pal Part of the Whig Intereſt in the Kingdom; tho' 


you are the chief Support of the Proteſtant Caule, _ 
| - the 


9 
the grand Bulwark againſt Popery 4 and tho, in many 
e you are the beſt Qualified to be in Office; 
yet you are excluded, by the Corporation Ad, from ſuch 
Offices, and your Elections are void unleſs. you have 
been in actunl Communion with the eſtabli Church 
within a Year before, whilſt it hath been adjudged that 
you are liable to all burthenſom Offices, many of which 
you have been earneſtly ſollicited or forc'd to hold; and 
the Difficuities of Educating your Children- yet remain 
upon you, School Maſters and Tutors being at this Day 


. liable to the ſevere Penalties of the Uniformity AA. 
The far greater Part of Proteſtant Diſſenters, think 


it commendable to ſhew their Charity to their Brethren 


of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, by joining in Communion 
with them; but ſeveral Biſhops, and many pious Men 
of all Perſuaſions, have lamented, that the Hol Inſt i- 
tutions of our Bleſſed Lord, ſhould be made Ule of in 
Matters meerly of a Civil Nature. While this con- 
tinues, there will be Charges of Hipocriſie brought a- 
gainſt thoſe who comply, tho? they act with the utmoſt 
Sincerity. Good Men can't deſire to fee unneceflary 
Terms continued, whilſt they judge they tend more to 
make Men Hipocrites, than to anſwer the Ends they 
are pretended for. 8 ET 


I believe you will not think I injure you, in ſay ing 
ou have ſhewn much more of the Innocence of the 
ove, than of the Wiſdom of the Serpent, in your 
Conduct hitherto. It is not only juſtifiable, but com- 
mendable, for every good Man, to embrace all proper 
Opportunities for promoting the entire Freedom of Con- 
' ſcience. You are as well entitled to have your Liber- 
ties and Intereſts regarded by your Repreſentatives, as 
others of your Fellow Subjects. You are the Principal 


Traders in the Kingdom; a great and conſiderable Part 5 


ob che People; ſo conſiderable, that were you to ſtand 


T 40) 
: Neuter, the avowed Patrons of Arbitrary Power and 
Perſecution, would triumphantly carry almoſt all-Elec- 


tions. *Tis by your Means and Votes, that we have 


Repreſentatives that will keep any tokrable Meaſures 
with a Prince who eſpouſes the Principles of Civil and 
Religious Liberty. You ought always to chooſe thoſe 


to be your Repreſentatives, who are Friends to the Go- 


vernment, founded-on Revolution Principles, andi who 
have ſome Regard to your particular Intereſts, prefer- 


able to thoſe, who, tho? they pretend tobe well affect- 
ed to his Majeſty, yet contemn and deſpiſe you, and 
are either your Enemies, or aſhamed to be accounted 


your Friends. 


You are at preſent 3 diſregarded, and no 


Ways applied to, but as the loweſt of the People. You 


have not ſold yourſelves and your Country for Bribes, 
as many Electors have done ; but have honeſtly given 
your Votes for thoſe you thought Whigs, and often for 


fuch who have ſhewn no Regard for your Liberties. 


Some who owe their Elections to you, were warm and 
Zealous againſt ta King off your Burthens ; others abſen- 


ed themſelves, and would not ſtand the Reproach of 


appearing for you ; this Reward have you had in many 
Inſtances, for your Frankneſs in giving your Votes and 


Intereſt to the firſt that offered. Were you a little more 
reſerv*d, and did you inſiſt, that thoſe who were to be 
choſen, chiefly by your Voices, ſhould not only be good 
Subjects to his Majeſty, but Men that would appear in 


the Cauſe of Religious Liberty, vou would ſoon have 
many ſuch offered to you'; but while you are. careleſs of 
your own Intereſts, . yqu need not cee een do 
not much regard them. 55 1 


4 


1 
I am far from a ing you. ro. any utihecoming Be- 
hiviour; bur I think you may in Jaſtice, and ought in 
Prudence, * that thake who cannot be choſen 


without 


5 i” 
without you, ſhould have Qualifications fit to repreſent 
yourſelves as well as others. If you acted this Part, I 
can aſſure you, a juſt Regard would ſoon be ſhewn to 
you, and your Intereſts would not Tong be lighted and 
neglected. I hope, from what I have faid and what 
may farther occur to you, you will agree with me, 


That it is juſt and Prudent for Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
to vote againſt all ſuch as oppoſed the Repeal of the 
Orcaſional and Sthiſm As z not to vote for ſuch as vo- 
luntarily abſented themſelves when thoſe Acts were re- 

| 1 whatever Recommendations they may have: 

o be cautious and reſerved in engaging their Votes and 
Intereſts for any, till they are aſſured the Candidates 
are in the Intereſt of Liberty, or till they have adviſed 
with their Friends, who will be very ready to inform 
them of Mens Characters and Actions, and who are fit- 
teſt to repreſent them; and till they likewiſe hear that 

there are proper Aſſurances given them, That their In- 
tereſts ſhall have a due Regard ſhewn them. . 8 


LONDON, Jamey 1, TH 
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